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The Public Nature of University Archives and
the Multiplicity of Archives

NAGAI Eiji

Abstract

In this paper I examine the public nature of university archives and the multiplicity
of archives. In concluding, I should note as follows.

The public nature of archives relies formerly not on the attribute of the higher
organization of its archives but on the function of the organization in the society.
Therefore a private university, which performs the education and the study as a
part of public business, has to establish its own archives. And this reason requests a
university to conserve the materials on the education and the study in the university.
From the view point of the study of cultural resources, such materials must be shown
to the public for several services.

An institutional archives conserves the functional records of the higher
organization. Similarly a university archives conserves not only the records on the
management of the university but also the materials on the education and the study
in the university. Since a university socially dues to educate and study, a university
archives must conserve and open such materials. But only a university archives is

not required the assignment. It is imposed on a whole university.





