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much more important. The secondary class documents were transcribed to the
reverse. The way of his transcription of the documents reflects the decision of their

necessity. The autographic log suggests the part of records management.
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Records Management Seen in the Documents
Written on the Reverse of the Sheets of
Moromori-ki ( NAKAHARA Moromori's Log )

NAGAI Eiji

Abstract

In this paper, the author considered the record management by lower bureaucrats
in the medieval Japan through the analysis on documents which were written on the
reverse of the Sheets of Moromori-ki NAKAHARA Moromori's log).

Existing Moromori-ki are written by NAKAHARA Moromori himself and are
not fair copies. He wrote his logs everyday or each few days on the reverse of
unnecessary documents. So the order between the reverse-side documents and front-
side log are very clear. This point is the basis of the analysis in this paper.

Moromori's patriarch was inquired various information of aristocracy in the
medieval Japan. It was the one of his family’s duties. He surveyed and answered
some precedents and often transcribed them to the reverse of log sheets. As we
can see the reverse of the sheets of scroll, the reverse-side is secondarily important
position. So the documents written on the reverse-side of scroll were not only
unnecessary but sometime preserved.

When Moromori and his family received the document, they judged its necessity.
Unnecessary documents were reused as forms of log and some books in a matter
of months. The rest were preserved in Moromori's family library for a few years or
over one decade. I cannot determine their retention period, but sometime they were
judged again. Then the documents not required were reused as forms.

Moromori transcribed some documents to the front side of his log. They were



