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Medieval Japanese Genealogies as Historical Documents

AOYAMA Mikiya

Abstract

This paper examines Medieval Japanese genealogies in terms of styles, expressed
logic, and purposes.

There are three types of genealogies in style: A) genealogies expressed by
sentences without drawn lines; B) genealogies shown in figures with lines; C)
genealogies represented by pictures. Oral genealogies can be assumed as the
preceding style of A. B is further classified into three categories: a) vertical
genealogies; b) horizontal genealogies; ¢) circle genealogies.

“Logic of descent” is expressed in genealogies. Overwhelming majority of
Japanese genealogies is patrilineal, but genealogies like female mediums are
sometimes expressed matrilineally. Genealogies also expressed “logic of inheritance”
because descent brings inheritance of property, privileges and obligations of the
family.

Genealogies are supposed to purpose to 1) specify of family descent, 2) legitimate
inheritance, 3) strengthen family unit, 4) create family regalia, and 5) repose
ancestors’ souls. It should be noted that genealogies functioned to authenticate
families’ nobility because the Imperial court regarded it as important on the
appointment of official status.

Therefore, when using genealogies as historical documents, fully appreciation is
necessary that genealogies are made for specific purposes. Genealogies are worthy of
use in historical research by understanding the purposes and distinguishing between

facts and fictions.



