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A Library of Intellectual and Graciousness by the Modern
Local Merchant

TAKEDA Honami

Abstract

In this paper, the author researched a library built up by Denji the local merchant
in Kagawa province, and considered the cultural enrichment of the modern local
merchant and its background. Denji Library has its catalog made in Meiji 25 (1892).
The author made library catalog in Heisei 23 (2011) at this time. The comparison two
catalogs made clear as follows:

Denji library were built up for learning of the culture of Chinese classics and
graciousness. Denji was both a local merchant and an intellectual person. His library
had many Chinese classics and some Chinese poem, game of go, tea ceremony,
seventeen-syllable verve and so on. He also subscribed the magazines on politics and
economics for his interests. The culture of Chinese classics studies and graciousness
had spread through out the nation poor and rich alike in early modern Japan. Denji
built up his library for learning under the foregoing cultural infrastructure.

The education of Confucianism was active in Kagawa province where Denji
was born and lived. Denji’s intellectual curiosity was influenced by intelligent
environment like this. In Meiji Era, Confucian culture increased its force and Denji
keenly learned it.

The character of Denji library gave suggestions how the local merchant adapt to

the modernization.





