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Archives provide a better understanding of the development of the University. They
also reflect the key issues of the day and give insights into how and why decisions
were made. The Archives provides mission-critical services because the University
is expected to be compliant and accountable to external agencies and bodies, and to
the public community it serves.

UW Archives is now suffering from severe state budget cuts because of the 2008
financial crisis. They are losing experienced archivists and relying on external funds.

The demand of accountability will be much more increased.
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Historical Development and Current Challenges of

the University of Wisconsin Archives

GOSHIMA Atsuko

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to describe the historical development and current
challenges of the University of Wisconsin Archives (UW Archives).

UW Archives was founded in 1951. Many of its historical materials were gathered
by professors Curti and Carstensen to write the history of UW. UW Archives became
enlarged after 1971, when UW system was created. The amount of records was
expanded and several professional archivists were hired. In 1980s, the demand for
accountability in higher education required performance-based budgets, so many
records were microfilmed to conduct more effective and efficient research.

Early in 1990s, the Archives was integrated into General Library System. In
1995, “A Report on the Future of the University of Wisconsin-Madison Archives”
was published for its strategic planning in the 21th century. The Report indicates
that the information is the “intellectual capital,” the vital resource to the University
community. Therefore it is necessary to secure more space and more efficient
management of records through electronic information systems.

The Websites and Digital projects have highly been developed in 2000s. The
purposes of the UW-Madison Archives are to (1) preserve University records
and information of permanent historical value,(2) provide records management
services,(3)serve as an educational resource encouraging administrative and
scholarly research in its collections. All University records are retained and sent

to the Archives under the Records Disposition Authorization. The records in the





