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An Essay on the University Catalog
as a Historical Source:
In the Case of Nanzan University Bulletin of
Information in the 1950s

HAYASHI Masayo

Abstract

This paper explores how Japanese universities and colleges have offered
course-related information by publications. Previous studies have argued that the
university or college “calendar” in western countries seems to be equivalent to
“gakko-ichiran” in Japan. This paper raises a question on the equivalence because
university catalog or calendar today does not resemble “gakko-ichiran” in terms of
its contents or assumed readers, and hypothesizes that the lack of detailed course-
related information in Japanese version of the catalog or calendar in comparison
with its English version in the early Meiji Era might have resulted in the
difference today. The gap between the English and the Japanese versions of
Nanzan University catalogs made in 1955 would support the hypothesis. Although
there seems to be some temporal attempt in the 1950s in offering course
description to students, its publication might have long been seen unnecessary for

students’ guidance in Japanese higher education.





