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Whose Shoulders We're Standing on: Preservation of Materials in the

Information Technology Era

OKUDA Taro

Abstract

Since 2010, the remarkable progress of information technology has extensively
changed social circumstances around the world. Especially cloud computing had a
great impact on our way of life. Now a huge amount of information about our daily
behaviors is accumulated in the infosphere at all times. In such a situation, we need
a new focus on the preservation of materials, because it might be essentially related
to human integrity in this information technology era. To figure out what kind of
implications the preservation of materials has for our existence as human being,
this article deals with the problems of preservation in terms of four recent salient
cases such as (1) subscription in streaming service as a business model, (2) big data
with Al as machine learning, (3) the right to be forgotten, mainly targeted to search
engine companies, (4) Danshari (Wi#5#) as a Japanese new style of decluttering.
Through these arguments from a viewpoint of applied ethics, it is concluded that the
preservation of materials matters in that it enables us to realize the existence of an

unknown worth each material has across the time and to remain humble.
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