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not only gave him encouraging news from his classmates, but also furnished him
the opportunity to reflect on his own activities from the perspective of a missionary.
Thus, he was conscious of himself as a missionary even as he pursued graduate
studies in a non-theological subject in a non-religious atmosphere at Harvard
University. In his activities at Nanzan University, even while becoming more and
more engrossed in his academic research and teaching, he always considered it to
be missionary activity, even if only indirectly. Furthermore, as his schedule became
busier from work as president, scholar, and popular lecturer and commentator on
Japanese society, he found his life of prayer and faith as a missionary to be an source
of energy and sustenance.

This article thus fleshes out our understanding of Hirschmeier the man and
missionary and gives us a deeper understanding of Hirschmeier the scholar, educator,

and commentator on Japanese society.



Johannes Hirschmeier's Self-understanding as a Missionary
as Described in the Newsletters of the

St. Augustin Ordination Class of 1950

Richard SZIPPL

Abstract

Rev. Johannes Hirschmeier, S.V.D. (1921-1983), was the third president of
Nanzan University, serving from 1972 until his sudden death from heart attack in
1983. The author of a pioneering study of the history of Japanese business, he was
well-known not only as a scholar and educator but as a lecturer and commentator
on contemporary Japanese society both in Japan and abroad. The present article is a
follow-up to a previous article based on a unpublished German-language manuscript
found among his personal papers held in the Nanzan Archives describing his two-
month journey to Japan by rail and sea in May and June of 1952. That article gives
us a glimpse of Hirschmeier as a young missionary at the beginning of his life’s
work in Japan. The present article continues the story of Hirschmeier’s thirty-year
long engagement with Japan. It is based on another set of his personal papers in the
Nanzan Archives, a series of annual newsletters exchanged among his ordination
classmates from 1951 to 1981.

The article is divided into three parts: The first covers the period from his first
arrival in Japan, his Japanese language studies and graduate studies in economics at
Catholic University and Harvard University. The second part focuses on his activities
at Nanzan University until his appointment as President, while the third deals with
his activities after assuming the office of president. The newsletters show that
throughout his life as a graduate student in the USA and as a researcher and educator

in Japan Hirschmeier remained conscious of being a missionary. The newsletters
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