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Picture Postcard Collections of F. J. Bieber from his Journeys to
Ethiopia in 1904, 1905 and 1909

YOSHIDA Sayuri

Abstract

This paper introduces the picture postcard collections of Austrian ethnologist
Friedrich Julius Bieber from his journeys to Ethiopia in 1904, 1905 and 1909. F.
J. Bieber is recognized as the foremost authority on ethnological research dealing
with the Kafa people of southwest Ethiopia. During his Ethiopian journeys, he sent
a number of picture postcards home to his family, who awaited his return to Vienna.
Today, these picture postcards are held by the Austrian National Library and the
ethnologist’s grandson.

The pictures and photographs appearing in the limited space of a postcard can
serve as historical archives that convey the scenery and landscape, as well as the
lives, culture and society, of the people of a particular era and region. Their source
can be estimated or their issuing place and era determined based on the printing style
in the address section, or the postage stamps and postmarks attached to the postcard.
Even if the postcard is not actually sent through the mail, it is possible to estimate
the era from information regarding the form and style of the picture postcard itself.

F. J. Bieber’s picture postcards give clues to the society, customs, cultures and
peoples of northeastern Africa, especially Ethiopia, at the beginning of 20th century.
The postcards that he sent, with their printed pictures and messages, reveal his face
and voice as a private person, not simply as a researcher. However, these postcards
are insufficient to fully understand F. J. Bieber’s thoughts. To research and analyze
his thoughts during his journeys to Ethiopia in greater detail, it is necessary to relate

his postcards to various other archival sources, including his diary and letters.
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