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Openness, Flexibility, and Internationalism of the National Archives:

Its Historical Background and Current Efforts

UMEGAKI Hirotsugu

Abstract

This article aims to clarify the characteristics of the National Archives (TNA)
at Kew by analysing the historical background of its establishment, contents, the
method of document management, and the selection process for documents to be
permanently stored. First, TNA promotes openness: almost all of its documents
are freely available, and they are widely used not only by historians but also by
researchers of other specialities worldwide. British archives have had such openness
since early times. Second, TNA flexibly responds to the changing times: it has
continuously improved convenience and efficiency by adopting new technology and
reflecting users’ needs, and it has recently accelerated its efforts to encourage users to
actively utilise the documents. Third, it promotes the internationalism derived from
the British Empire: it has many documents related to countries and areas outside the

UK, which are primarily post-colonies or the Commonwealth countries.
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