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what turned out to be a thirty-year long engagement with Japan. Other documents
in the personal papers, a series of annual newsletters shared with this ordination
classmates describing Hirschmeier’s activities in Japan from 1951 to 1981, will
further flesh out our understanding of Hirchmeier the man and missionary and will

be the subject of a further study.
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10 000 Meilen die Sonne entgegen (10,000 Miles towards the Sun):
The Japan Travelogue of Johannes Hirschmeier, S.V.D.,

Third President of Nanzan University.

Richard Szippl

Abstract

Rev. Johannes Hirschmeier, S.V.D., third president of Nanzan University, was
well-known in his own time as an educator and scholar of Japanese business history
and often in demand as lecturer and commentator on contemporary Japanese society
both in Japan and abroad. The present article, which is based on an unpublished
German-language manuscript found among his personal papers held in the Nanzan
University archives and which describes his two-month journey to Japan by rail
and sea in May and June of 1952, gives us a glimpse of Hirschmeier as a young
missionary at the beginning of his life’s work in Japan. The manuscript is in the
form of a twenty-seven page letter addressed to his “dear friends,” and bears the title
“10 000 Meilen die Sonne entgegen (10,000 Miles towards the Sun).” It not only
describes the various sights and experiences encountered along the way, but also
reveals his mixed feelings about the journey: the sad leave-taking from his relatives,
friends, and homeland contrasted with the enthusiasm and idealism of the young
missionary setting out into the world. It also shows how he found spiritual support
and encouragement in visiting the holy sites of Rome, the center of Catholicism, and
in the fellowship of the confreres of his congregation whom he encountered along
his journey. Furthermore, his descriptions of the people and sights he encountered
reveal not only a fascination with the newness of it all, but also the realization of
the importance of understanding the underlying cultural and spiritual elements of

society. The document thus gives us a picture of Hirschmeier at the beginning of



