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A Basic Study of Regular Troops of Mutsu [#¥L. and Dewa 1))
provinces in the 9th Century : Konshi fi-: and Kondei &2

NAKAO Hiroyasu

Abstract

The 9th Century—it was the important age of the changing the military system in
ancient Japan, and of beginning the Proto-type of medieval warriors. In 792, Kondei
system was adopted instead of Corps soldier (Gundan-Heishi) system except the
border regions including Mutsu and Dewa provinces.

We have a large number of studies on Kondei system, but we cannot almost make
clear the Regional military system in 9th century.

The reason is that we can read only some part of Nihonkouki H K% —almost
lost. However, recent time, excavated text data such as Mokkan /K fij (document written
on wooden block ) and Urushigami-monjo FE# L2 (document paper protected by
lacquer) have increased. They will help investigation on the 9th century society.
In this paper, we made a basic study on the regular troops (Konshi and Kondei) in
Mutsu and Dewa in the 9th century by usage of above materials.

In Mutsu and Dewa, the Gundan-Heishi system remained even after 792. We
assume that the characteristics of the local military system in 9th century have
change from statewide uniform system to flexible organization that adapted to
circumstances and problems of each province. The state provided grain etc. for
regular troops’ maintenance. And also the people who had an social order and local
influence were equipped and reserved as army in Mutsu and Dewa.

The 38-years war, a massive war between the central government and Emishi 353,
the state further raised awareness on military accomplishment. Particularly, in the
areas of Bando YU and Tohoku BT, , the training of military skill was encouraged

and they recognized the military affairs” importance.



