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Deconstructing the idea of Jomon ‘Culture’: Revisiting

the Model of Yamanouchi Sugao

OOTSUKA Tatsuro

Abstract

This article critiques the still generally accepted model of Yamanouchi Sugao
which proposed the autonomous development of prehistoric pottery-making culture
within the Japanese Archipelago after having arrived from abroad and held Jomon
pottery to be a sole component developed from a single source.

The following problems of Yamanouchi’s views are pointed out; firstly, the
impossibility of identifying the pottery initially brought from outside, secondly,
the impossibility of substantiating his argument concerning the succession of the
band-decoration system of Jomon pottery, and thirdly, his unfounded views on the
development of Jomon pottery over time. Given these objections, Yamanouchi’s
model cannot be sustained, and consequently the view of Jomon culture based on it

also cannot be.



