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Toward the inheritance of museum objects: Historical analysis
of object numbers noted in Papua New Guinea ethnographic

objects in Nanzan University Museum of Anthropology

NYOHOII Keita

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the meaning and historical background of
object numbers and inventory numbers noted in Papua New Guinea ethnographic
objects in Nanzan University Museum of Anthropology and to consider the problem
of inheritance of museum objects.

In these objects, in addition to the inventory numbers, multiple object numbers are
noted. But we do not know the meaning and historical background of these numbers.
This study attempts to clarify the meaning and historical background that we did not
understand with long- term registration work.

First, the approach employed in this analysis was as follows:

(1) Observation of object numbers
(2) Checking object numbers against the historical document

Next, the approach to clarify the meaning and historical background was as follow:
Check inventory numbers against the arrangement of objects in the exhibition room
which was established in the library.

As a result, to clarify about object numbers and inventory numbers is as follows:
(1) Object number () is the label written by Father Henry Aufenanger.

(2) Object number (2) is the number indicating objects collected by Father Henry
Aufenanger.
(3) Object number (3 is the number indicating object collected by the Nanzan

Scientific Expedition to the Eastern Highlands of New Guinea.



(4) Historical background of inventory numbers is close related to registration
work and the arrangement of objects in the exhibition room which was
established in the library.

(5) The meaning of object numbers was lost because it was unified by the inventory
numbers.

Finally, in order to pass the museum objects down to future generations, I
think that it is necessary to pass down not only the date but also the history of the

registration work and the memory of workers.
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