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A Study of Medieval Diplomatics and Archival Science in Japan

NAGAI Eiji

Abstract

In Japan, a founder of diplomatics, KUME Kunitake respected ancient documents
to make clear historical facts instead of ambiguous historiographical books. After
KUME, KUROITA Katsumi defined ancient documents in narrow sense from whole
historical documents. And their style arguments by KUROITA has been inherited
until today.

KUROITA made diplomatics precise by introducing validity category. Present
day, UEJIMA Tamotsu introduces archival science to medieval antiquarian studies.
His studies provide many bases of medieval antiquarian studies and makes clear
that institutional archives handle not only business documents but also ancient

documents.



