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Controversy on Postmodernism in History

Hiroyuki Hattori

Abstract

Since 1990’s postmodernism has influenced many historians, and as a result a
controversy between postmodernists and positivists started among historians. And
it has continued until now. In Japan, Professor Noe developed his own Narratology,
which is a counterpart of postmodernist idea of history. As expected, some Japanese
positivist historians argued against his idea. In this paper, the author will review
the debate (especially, the debate between Professor Noe and Professor Chizuka)
and make clear what the essential point of the debate is. Professor Chizuka argued
that we could not defend objectivity of historical knowledge if we accepted the
postmodernist view of history. The author will discuss that his argument is not
convincing and show that the postmodernist view of history is compatible with the

objectivity of historical knowledge.
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