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Aspects of the Abolishment of the Department of
Chinese and Chinese Literature,
Faculty of Arts, Nanzan University

NAGAI Eiji

Abstract

This paper purposes to examine some aspects of the abolishment of the
Department of Chinese and Chinese Literature, Nanzan University, in 1962.
The analysis shows the following findings:

1. The general superior of the Divine Word Missionary at the time decided
the abolishment of the department, together with Monumenta Serica, the
Chinese studies institution affiliated with the university. He then directed to
the University to exclude Chinese studies, which did not contradict the
academic ethos of the catholic university.

2. The faculty members and students of the university did not agree to the
abolishment, which lead to the struggle over the enforcement of the
abolishment.

3. The abolishment problem was linked with the foreign language education,
both regular and extension courses at the university. Therefore, the
abolishment brought to the end of the whole China-related education at the
university.

The abolishment was the one that followed the academic trend of the
time in Japan that Chinese language had lost its usefulness after WW II , as

the previous studies have shown.





