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The Opening and the Closing of Nanzan University
International Division, 1953-1962:
Essay on the History of the Interrelationship between
Japanese and American Higher Education

HAYASHI Masayo

Abstract

This paper explores the historical implications of Nanzan University
International Division (I.D.), 19563-1962, towards the history of the
interrelationship between Japanese and American higher education.

1.D. was opened in 1953 as an educational institution for mainly U.S.
armed forces personnel stationed around Nagoya district, Japan, who wished
to earn college credits before transferring to U.S. higher institutions after
finishing their services. Because 1.D. was not regulated by Japanese School
Education Law of 1947, its administration had many problems, which made
it pursue affiliation with the Catholic University of America and approval
under the provision of the U.S. Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of 1952.

I.D. was closed after having undergone several troubles and reforms as
to its students’ status, admission, and graduation. In spite of its peculiarity
as an educational institution in Japan during the U.S. armed forces’
presence, 1.D. suggests the G.I. Bills’ unknown function to accredit higher
institutions outside the U.S. as equivalent to those within the U.S.. It also
implies the possible influence of the massive change in American higher
education after WWII, on the establishment of the Japanese University

Accreditation Association in 1947.
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