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“Article 3 - The threat of loss: The world's digital heritage is at risk of
being lost to posterity. Contributing factors include the rapid
obsolescence of the hardware and software which brings it to life,
uncertainties about resources, responsibility and methods for
maintenance and preservation, and the lack of supportive legislation.

Attitudinal change has fallen behind technological change.”
(UNESCO 72 % JL i FE D IRFEIZ 5 & L ) Peit)
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Technical Problems in the Development of
Digital Archives:
Born-Digital Contents and Web Archives

KAWANO Hiroyuki
Abstract

In recent years, the density of recording media highly increases and the size of
disk storage grows up rapidly, moreover the trends in electronic markets also
change drastically. We have crisis of disappearing digital heritage due to various
troubles of hardware and software. Actually, we will have many problems to
browse and display digital contents within a few decades. All over the world,
various organizations, such as libraries and museums, try to develop digital
archive systems in order to preserve digitized contents and born-digital contents in
the internet. In this paper, we introduce the digital and web archive services in
several countries and argue technical problems to have long-term preservation of
digital contents. We introduce technical terms such as METS, MODS, OAI-PMH
and metadata schema, and also the essential software to collect, store, preserve

and discover digital contents.
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