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The History and Evaluation of

Nanzan Anthropological Institute

WATANABE Manabu

Abstract

This paper explores the history and performs an evaluation of the Nanzan
Anthropological Institute. It shows that its plan predated even the foundation of
Nanzan University itself. The world-famous anthropologist Wilhelm Schmidt was
a member of Divine Word Missionaries and the founder of Anthropos Institute in
Europe. In 1935 he urged the members of the society to build a branch institute in
Japan.

The Nanzan Anthropological Institute was called the Nanzan Institute for
Anthropology and Ethnology when it was founded in September 1949, a half year
later than the foundation of Nanzan University, and it was renamed as the Nanzan
Anthropological Institute in 1954. It was a comprehensive institute including
natural anthropology, cultural anthropology (ethnology), archeology, and
linguistics.

The Institute was reformed in 1979 into the institute of cultural anthropology,
especially that of Asia. It has a long history of pursuing several three-year research
projects. In the last ten years, however, it has reached an impasse.

The author concludes that the Nanzan Anthropological Institute should be

radically reformed again in the near future.





